We launch Bürkert Spotlight
A series of free webinars, podcasts
and more.

Success Story:
Briggs & Purolite
Bürkert deliver savings and efficiency
to life sciences facility

Bürkert News in Brief:
No time to read reams and reams of
information? Catch up on the latest
news and developments on one page.

SPRING 2020

2
Hello, Welcome to the
latest edition of INSIGHT
As the COVID-19 situation continues
to evolve, the health and safety
of everyone involved including
colleagues, families, customers and
partners remain our highest priority.
The crisis is something that we all
can have an impact upon by following
advice, looking after our families and
caring for the vulnerable. That said,
we wanted to assure you that we have
a plan in place and its business as
usual. Please check in on our website
for updates on Supply Chain, Our plan
and Staying in touch.
In the coming week’s we aim to deliver
comprehensive information, training
and product presentation webinars
to fill the gap where meetings,
conferences, lunch & learns and trade
events are no longer possible. Watch
this space!

We have followed the advice provided
by the Government and encouraged all
desk bound colleagues to work from
home and avoid non-essential contact.
Through using modern technologies
we have continued to be responsive
to all needs whilst not allowing the
customer experience to suffer.
Remote working takes the mental
and physical stress out of travelling
to an office or unnecessarily visiting
customer facilities and sites but it
also has a significant impact on the
environment, which increasingly
people, particularly the younger
generation are taking note of.
The average commute time to work
is currently 58.4 minutes in the UK,
which is approximately nine and three
quarter hours which professionals
spend a week travelling to their place
of work.
The coronavirus is forcing businesses
to rethink the way they do business
and dust off policies for travel and
carbon footprint, security, business
continuity and remote agile working.
The chances are that some of this
behaviour will stick and we can
continue to breath amazingly fresh air.
As a consequence and flicker of hope,
the world is coming together to fight
coronavirus and let’s wish that it can
do the same for the climate crisis.”

Neil Saunders
General Manager
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Launching: Bürkert Spotlight
A series of webinars, podcasts, training and more

In these unexpected times it is so
important to put the time we have
to good use. As many of you may
now be working from home and find
yourself with slightly more time on
your hands. What better way to use
this valuable time than to increase
your knowledge through a series of
webinars, podcasts, videos and more.
At Bürkert, we understand how

important it is to continue learning and
also stay connected.
That‘s why we have launched
Bürkert Spotlight - a series of training
webinars, podcast and more to keep
your minds active and engaged during
this unprecedented time.

our products, but also in the wider
industry and they are eager to share
this with you online.
Visit our website to find out what
we‘ve got on offer. https://www.
burkert.co.uk/en/Landingpage/
Buerkert-Spotlight

Our technical engineers have a
wealth of knowledge not only on

Simplifying industrial processes with IO-Link
At the heart of every system are
network and communication
protocols that connect sensors and
devices to controllers; sites often
combine industrial ethernet with
fieldbus systems.

cation protocols that are going to be
used, because this can influence the
choice of products that are compatible with the automation solution.

We look at the latest communication
protocol, IO-Link, and the
advantages it offers for industrial
process control.

One of the more recent
communications protocols to become
established is IO-Link, which has
been designed to connect actuators
and sensors in the field to the first tier
of digital communication.

Automation offers many advantages
that can be enhanced by the most
effective choice of equipment. At this
point, selecting control valves, sensors and actuators would appear to
be the next logical step. However, it is
important to establish the communi-

Bürkert has already added IO-Link
compatibility to four of its control
heads, which will cover the majority of
control valve configurations. The Type
8681 control head can be combined
with butterfly valves, ball valves, single
and double seated valves.

Bürkert

INSIGHT The Newsletter

Spring 2020

4
Success Story:
Delivering savings and efficiency
for new life science facility
Hygienic process systems specialist Briggs of Burton PLC called in Bürkert to help
deliver a large-scale manufacturing facility for a Life Sciences company Purolite.
Briggs of Burton was appointed by
Purolite as the main contractor to
design and build additional production
facilities consisting of eleven reactor
vessels split across nine production
areas. Briggs was able to specify the
manufacturer of the equipment being
installed and chose Bürkert products.
The scale of the project meant that
the equipment would be located in a
range of environments from outdoors
to ATEX zone 1. Any valves, sensors
or control gear located in potentially
explosive atmospheres must be
manufactured and certified as well as
being installed by suitably qualified
engineers.
Having been appraised of the process
requirements, Briggs needed process
equipment suppliers that could
deliver not just the valves but also
the 3D CAD drawings and relevant
certification to integrate into their
overall 3D model. The drawings are
essential for the design engineers to
finalise the valve locations and ensure
that all the equipment will fit into the
space available around the vessels.
Briggs initially approached Bürkert
for diaphragm valves, but during
the discussions about the project, it
became apparent that Bürkert would
be able to deliver all the process valves
they needed. This would include,
butterfly, quarter turn, diaphragm and
manual valves.

Bürkert
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George Crombie, Engineering
Director for Briggs -

In total, the project needed over
1,400 process valves and each
one had to be accompanied by
certification documents and drawings.
The delivery of this information was
greatly simplified when Bürkert
setup an online resource for Briggs
engineers to login and access all the
information they required.
The logistics of the project were
also further simplified when Bürkert
packaged together all the valves for
each production area and labelled
them accordingly. This made the
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“The whole process has been much
simpler than we envisaged, and
Bürkert‘s ability to make changes to
individual valves quickly, plus their
ability to manufacture bespoke valve
manifolds has really helped in the
delivery of this project.”
installation process much quicker and
ensured that all the necessary valves
were in the correct location.
Read the full story here https://www.burkert.co.uk/en/
Products-Applications/CustomisedSolutions/Customer-references/
Buerkert-delivers-savings-andefficiency-for-new-life-science-facility
If you‘d like to find out more call
01285 648720.
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WRAS approved materials

What is WRAS approval? We take you through
the regulation and it’s importance.
What is WRAS approval?
WRAS approval demonstrates UK
regulations compliance of water
fittings that transfer water to and from
the public mains supply. Approval
is granted by the Water Regulations
Advisory Scheme (WRAS), which aims
to prevent the contamination of public
water supplies and encourage the
efficient use of water.
Why is WRAS approval required?
In the UK, it’s a legal requirement
that a water fitting should not cause
waste, misuse, undue consumption
or contamination of the public
water supply. Water fittings must
also achieve an appropriate quality
standard. The requirements are part
of the Water Supply (Water Fittings)
Regulations or Scottish Byelaws and
all water fittings that carry or receive
water from the public mains supply
must comply.

Byelaws and all water fittings that
carry or receive water from the public
mains supply must comply.
Bürkert has a range of products with
WRAS approved materials that can
help your equipment achieve WRAS
approval. Contact Bürkert’s Fluid
Control Centre to find out more.
WRAS approval demonstrates legal
compliance and can be granted to
a complete water fitting or to nonmetallic materials or components
used within a fitting, such as rubber
sheet material.
WRAS material approval
OEMs declaring equipment for WRAS
approval must use WRAS approved
fittings or WRAS approved materials
or components. WRAS approval
uses BS6920 material testing,
which verifies that the material or

Bürkert

component, such asa seal, does not
cause water contamination.
Bürkert products available with WRAS
approved materials:

• Type 6213
• Type 0290
• Type 6281
• Type 6103

If you would like to find out more
about stocking these valves then
please get in contact by calling
01285 648720
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A Day in the Life of...

Jon Roberts
Account Manager - South West
When did you start working at Bürkert
and which department do you work in?

I started working for Bürkert in December 2019
as Account Manager in the South West and
Wales region.

Did you always want to do
what you are doing now?

Growing up I wanted to be a Chef. I worked in
a restaurant for a number of years on weekends
and evenings and I thought my future lay there,
however being a cricketer, working long hours
and weekends would’ve meant giving that up, so
I decided to head into sales.

What are the major tasks in your job?

Simply put, to achieve my sales budget. This
involves visiting customers in the South West
and Wales to maintain strong relationships and to
discuss future projects that could enhance sales
in the area. There are also opportunities to visit
potential new customers to discuss how Bürkert
could assist them and where we can add value to
their current operations.

What is the biggest challenge?

Not coming from a technical background is going
to present me with a big challenge, however I am
lucky to work with some great colleagues who
are working with me to assist my development.

What do you like best about
working for Bürkert?

Bürkert
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The people. From day one I have been made
to feel very welcome and have been offered
support from every area of the business. It is
also extremely refreshing to work in a sales team
where you receive support rather than a micromanaged environment. I also really enjoy the
vast array of customers that work in so many
different industries, it makes every day different
and exciting.

Ultra-precise
application –
drop by drop
In the field of medical engineering, it
is vitally important to control, regulate
and dose fluids and gases reliably and
precisely. To achieve this, we develop
and manufacture custom-fit systems and
components – also for your specific fluid
technology applications.
Discover how you can draw on the
in-depth industrial and application
know-how of Bürkert experts at our
Systemhaus facilities for your individual
applications.
We make ideas flow.
www.burkert.co.uk
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Customised micro pumps
with rapid prototyping

At the heart of every micro-fluidic
system is the pump; now this vital
component can be prototyped in
less than five days.
Bürkert’s partnership with Schwarzer
Precision combines expertise in
designing micro-fluidic process
controls and manifolds with precision
pumps tailored to each application.
Typical applications:
• Medical technology
•

Environment & analysis
technology

Bürkert
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•

Electrolyte circulation

•

Safety technology

•

Print & reprographic technology

•

Industrial engineering

•

Food industry

•

HVAC & energy technology

Every aspect of the pump design can
be specified, from materials for the
housing and diaphragms to specialist
connections and valves. The first
prototype can be produced within a
very short timeframe for examination
and testing.
Working in unison with Bürkert’s
Systemhaus, pumps can be
integrated with wider micro-fluidic
process control designs.
Bespoke design
Working directly with customers,
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Schwarzer engineers create bespoke
designs that can be turned into
prototypes within a couple of days.
Bürkert’s development process finetunes the design of the pump and
its integration with the manifold, or
process component to create the
initial assembly.
Coupled with Bürkert’s micro range
of process control components,
customers can create precision
instruments with a minimal footprint
and whisper quiet.

To find out more about
the Schwarzer Precision
range and competence
please contact sales.
uk@burkert.com or call
01285 648720.

How it actually works…
> a
 valve with ‘kick and drop’ electronics
When it comes to automating the switching process for
fluids, valves fitted with electromagnetic actuators are
widely used. These have an unnecessarily high energy
demand in continuous operation. So-called PWM*
electronics are usually used to save energy or increase
the opening power. Due to their mode of operating, they
generate unwanted electromagnetic and acoustic effects.
Electrical systems can thus be disturbed; while living
things find the associated noises extremely unpleasant.
Bürkert solenoid valves with ‘kick and drop’ (KD)
electronics are, in this sense, different. The coil is initially
overexcited by a high current pulse to generate the
high starting power required to open the valve. After a
few milliseconds, the electronics switch to an energy-

saving holding power. This drastically reduces power
consumption as a result.
The technology is particularly suitable for valves that are
kept continuously open, such as gas or tap water safety
valves. Due to the low power consumption, the maximum
self-heating of the valve is lower, which in turn minimises
deposits and calcifications and significantly increases the
service life. And: The KD electronics do not generate any
unpleasant disturbing noises for humans and animals and
are, therefore, particularly suitable for use in home and
building automation. 		
M. HANNIG
*PWM = pulse-width modulation

Overexcitation and power reduction
Inrush winding (DC)

Inrush winding
(DC) and holding
winding (DC)

Rectifier and
switching
electronics

The overexcited inrush
winding generates a
very high starting power
over approx. 500ms.
The holding winding is
connected in series to
the inrush winding after
500ms and reduces the
current and thus the
energy demand.

Bürkert
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Bürkert News
in Brief
The NEW MyBurkert area
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We have redesigned our My
Bürkert customer area
to make it even more custom
er friendly, efficient and
beneficial for our customers
.
Improved functions include;
Design refreshment,
New section for My Quotes,
Restructered My Services
section, new mobile version,
faster & more powerful.
Visit the new My Bürkert are
a here
https://login2.burkert.com/log
in
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Thanks to the multi-me
dium testing facility, pro
ducts
up to orifice DN 100 ca
n now be fully tested, as
the
facility enables realistic
process simulations for
cleaning
and sterilisation process
es. The tests are perfo
rmed
automatically according
to previously defined tes
t
conditions. Temperatur
es, pressure ranges, nu
mber of
cycles and switching tim
es of the valves can be
defined
and programmed for va
rious media
To find out more visit htt
ps://w ww.burkert.co.u
k/en/
Company-Career/ Whats-New/News/Realistictestconditions-for-our-produ
cts-from-the-hygienic-se
ctor

Dairy made
simple.
Life is complicated enough. So make
it simpler — with the new solutions for
process automation from Bürkert —
designed with the needs of the dairy
industry in mind, featuring a hygienic
design, easy cleaning and simple
operation. A complex automation task
can therefore become simplicity
itself in a matter of seconds.
Perfect for high process yields
and your peace of mind.
8681 control head:
A star in our system. It simply
keeps everything under control.
We make ideas flow.
www.burkert.co.uk

Meet the Team

by going to www.burkert.co.uk or email sales.uk@burkert.com to find your representatives

Contact Details!

Please take a few minutes to update your records with Bürkert UK’s contact details:.
Bürkert Fluid Control Systems
Fluid Control Centre
1 Bridge End
Cirencester
Gloucestershire
GL7 1QY
United Kingdom
Tel: +44 (0)1285 64 87 20
Fax: +44 (0)1285 64 87 21
email: sales.uk@burkert.com
Web: www.burkert.co.uk

